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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

. .This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of : ^ ^ ^ 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

I I The international application as originally filed/furnished 



the description: 

pages 

pages* 



1-6, 8-9, 11-13 



, as originally fUed/furnished 



7, 10 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



28 May 2004 (28.05.2004) 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



5-8 



, as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 28 May 2004 (28.05.2004) 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



1-7 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



[^] a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages . 

1^1 the claims, Nos. 



2-4 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. [~l This re P ort bas been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I | the description, pages ^ 

I I the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 5-9 



1, 5-9 



1, 5-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2002-187395 A (Mitsubishi Pencil Co., 
Ltd.), 2 July 2002, entire text, all 
drawings, esp. paragraphs [0015] -[0018], 
[0028] , [0033] 

Document 2: Microfilm of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the written application of 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 
172133/1981 (Laid-open No. 76778/1983) (The 
Sailor Pen Co., Ltd.), 24 May 1983, entire 
. text, all drawings 

Document 3: JP 5-39914 Y2 (Kabushiki Kaisha Kotobuki, 

Kyowa Kako Kabushiki Kaisha), 8 October 1993, 
entire text, fig. 1-3, 6 

Document 4: US 6033141 A (Nottingham- Spirk Design 

Associates, Inc.), 7 March 2000, entire text, 
all drawings 



Claim 1 

The invention described in claim 1 is novel and 
involves an inventive step. 

None of documents 1 to 4 discloses the following 
feature of the invention described in claim 1. 
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The invention is characterized by a feature wherein 
an inner cap comprises a closing part having a slit 
through which a pen tip part can be extended and retracted 
and which closes off the tip opening, said closing part 
being formed on the extension side of the pen tip part in 
the axial direction of the shaft tube,- a forward 
projection which extends in the direction of the tip 
opening is formed on the outer peripheral part of the 
closing part; a protrusion is provided on the outer 
periphery of the forward projection or on the portion of 
the shaft tube mounting inner surface that makes contact 
with and is opposite to the outer periphery of the forward 
projection; and furthermore, the inner cap is mounted 
inside the shaft tube so that when the aforementioned slit 
is in a closed state, a force is applied inward from the 
outer periphery of the aforementioned forward projection 
in a direction roughly orthogonal to the slit surface due 
to the effect of the protrusion. 

Moreover, this technical feature would not be 
obvious to a person skilled in the art in the light of 
documents 1 to 4 . 



Claim 5 

The invention described in claim 5 is novel and 
involves an inventive step. 

None of documents 1 to 4 discloses the following 
feature of the invention described in claim 5. 

The invention is characterized by a feature wherein 
an inner cap comprises a closing part having a slit 
through which a pen tip part can be extended and retracted 
and which closes off the tip opening, said closing part 
being formed on the extension side of the pen tip part in 
the axial direction of the shaft tube; a tube part is 
formed to the rear of the outer periphery of the closing 
part; a holder is provided to the rear of the tube part, 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (January 1994) " " 
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said holder engaging with the tube part so as to spread 
the inner opening of the tube part, and the inner cap is 
mounted inside the shaft tube so that force is applied to 
the normally closed part toward the side in which the slit 
is normally closed. 

Moreover, this technical feature would not be 
obvious to a person skilled in the art in the light of 
documents 1 to 4 . 

Claims 6 to 8 

Claims 6 to 8 include all of the features set forth 
in claim 5. 

Therefore, for the aforementioned reasons pertaining 
to claim 5, the invention described in claims 6 to 8 is 
novel and involves and inventive step. 

Claim 9 

Claim 9 includes all of the features set forth in 
claim 1. 

Therefore, for the aforementioned reasons pertaining 
to claim 1, the invention described in claim 9 is novel 
and involves an inventive step. 
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1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70. 1 0) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



See supplemental sheet 



Publication date 
(day/month/year) 



Filing date 
(day/montli/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/montli/year) 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure 
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(day/month/year) 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. VI) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



"^^tional application No. 
PCT/JP 03/11383 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: VI 
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